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however, not only refused the sacred books, but insulted the royal
messengers. Aniniddha now decided to carry by force what he
could not secure by peaceful means. He marched with an army and
besieged Thaton. After 3 months' siege Thaton capitulated.
Aniruddha returned in triumph to Pagan with the royal captive
Manuha, bound in golden chains, and accompanied by all the monks
and a large number of prisoners including artisans and craftsmen.
Bui the most priceless treasure in the eye of the king was the
Buddhist scriptures and sacred relics which were carried by the
thirty-two white elephants of the vanquished king. On his way
king Aniniddha razed the walls of the ancient Pyu capital Srikshetra
(near Prome) and carried away the relics enshrined in its pagodas
for many centuries.

Aniniddha next led an expedition against N. Arakan and
defeated its king. The Shan chiefs of the east also acknowledged
his suzerainty. Aniruddha is also credited with conquests outside
the frontier of Burma. He is said to have visited " the Indian land
of Bengal." Probably in course of his expedition against Arakan he
advanced within the Chittagong district, but there is nothing to
show that he attained any conspicuous success. The Burmese
chronicles, however, represent his kingdom as bounded by Pattikera,
a principality in the district of Tippera. To the east he led his
victorious army against Burma's old enemy, the Thais of Nan-chao.
He is said to have besieged the capital Tali, but ultimately a peace
was concluded and the two chiefs exchanged presents. On his
return journey he passed through the Shan States, received the
homage of their chiefs, and married the daughter of one of them.
When the Chief of Chieng-Mai in N. Siam attacked Pegu, Aniruddha
sent a detachment of picked Indians who drove away the invader.

Aniruddha carried out great irrigation works, which enriched
tlie Kyaukse region and made it the granary of Burma. He married
an Indian princess, Panchakalyam of Vesali (Vaisali), and the
chronicles give a long account of her journey to Burma and some
romantic episodes in that connection.

Aniruddha's victories had far-reaching results. They placed
nearly the whole of Burma, excluding Tenasserim, under his authority,
and brought about a political union of the country, probably for the
first time in its history. Far more important was the complete
transformation of Burmese culture under the influence of the MODS.
The Burmese adopted their religion, script and sacred literatoe,
and while the Mon kingdom was destroyed, the 'Mon cultme
commenced a new career in Pagan. Never before was a conquering ;
power so completely captivated by the vanquished. Even
classical example of Rome and Greece was far surpassed.
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